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Aqualiner signs contract with Damen for three more 

Waterbus 2407 fast ferries 
 

Yesterday, November 7
th

, at the Europort 2017 exhibition in Rotterdam, Damen Shipyards Group 
and Belgian ferry operator Aqualiner signed a contract for the delivery of three additional Damen 
Waterbus 2407 vessels, for operations on the Scheldt in Antwerp. Present at the signing were 
Gerbrand Schutten (CEO Aqualiner), Maurice Swets (CEO Aqualiner), Dimitri Romijn (CFO 
Aqualiner), Arnout Damen (CCO Damen) and Jelle Meindertsma (Sales Manager Damen). The 
Waterbus 2407 is a new composite design from Damen, first unveiled just over a year ago. 
Lightweight, low maintenance and fuel efficient, it can carry up to 100 passengers at speeds up to 
21 knots. 
 
Aqualiner is contracted by the Port of Antwerp to provide water-based public transport services in the 
Belgian city of Antwerp.This latest investment is part of a wider transportation programme to improve the 
city’s infrastructure and reduce pressure on its roads. Aqualiner took delivery of its first Waterbus 2407 
from Damen at the end of June this year following a tender process that culminated in the two 
organisations signing an agreement covering a total of four vessels. One of the factors in Damen’s favour 
was its policy of building for stock, enabling it to deliver an initial vessel almost immediately.  
 
Christened the Aqua Diamond, the ferry is currently operating a service that connects the centre of 
Antwerp with the southern part of the city. It has been its success that has led to Aqualiner formally 
confirming the order yesterday. The three additional vessels will enable Aqualiner to expand that service 
to the north. When all four waterbuses are in operation, both services will be able to offer departures 
every half hour. 
 
The Aqua Diamond was built at Damen Shipyards Antalya, as will the three new additions. The Antalya 
yard specialises in composite vessels and builds a wide range of fast boats using the latest vacuum 
infusion techniques. All three ferries are scheduled for delivery next year, with the possibility of further 
orders coming thereafter. 
 
Gerbrand Schutten, Director of Aqualiner, commented: "Damen has a good reputation in fast ferries, and 
over the last six months, our new Waterbus 2407 has proved to be a reliable vessel. As a ferry service 
operating tight timetables, we are dependent on reliable technology and designs that are both attractive 
to our customers and efficient to operate. These new vessels will achieve both those goals. The 
cooperation with Damen Shipyards Antalya has also been very good." 
 
Jelle Meindertsma, Sales Manager Benelux for Damen, added: "We are proud of this new design and 
gratified by the confidence that Aqualiner has shown in us. We are confident that their new fleet of 
Waterbus 2407 fast ferries will delight their customers and play a significant role in helping the Port of 
Antwerp develop its integrated transport network.” 
 
Damen and Aqualiner have worked together in the past. Aqualiner was founded in 1999 in Amsterdam 
and its first vessel was a Damen River Runner 150. Since then its fleet has grown greatly and today 
includes eight Damen ferries, all operating in the Rotterdam area.  
 
 
 

 
Damen Shipyards Group 

Damen Shipyards Group operates 33 shipbuilding and repair yards, employing 9,000 people worldwide. Damen has 
delivered more than 6,000 vessels in more than 100 countries and delivers some 180 vessels annually to customers 
worldwide. Based on its unique, standardised ship-design concept Damen is able to guarantee consistent quality. 
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Damen’s focus on standardisation, modular construction and keeping vessels in stock leads to short delivery times, 
low ‘total cost of ownership’, high resale values and reliable performance. Furthermore, Damen vessels are based 
on thorough R&D and proven technology. 
 
Damen offers a wide range of products, including tugs, workboats, naval and patrol vessels, high speed craft, cargo 
vessels, dredgers, vessels for the offshore industry, ferries, pontoons and superyachts.  
 
For nearly all vessel types Damen offers a broad range of services, including maintenance, spare parts delivery, 
training and the transfer of (shipbuilding) know-how. Damen also offers a variety of marine components, such as 
nozzles, rudders, anchors, anchor chains and steel works. 
 
Damen Shiprepair & Conversion (DSC) has a worldwide network of sixteen repair and conversion yards of which 
twelve are located in North West Europe. Facilities at the yards include more than 50 drydocks; conventional, 
floating and covered, the largest of which is 420 x 90 metres, as well as slopes, ship lifts and indoor halls. Projects 
range from the smallest simple repairs through Class’ maintenance to complex refits and the complete conversion of 
large offshore structures. DSC completes around 1,350 repair and maintenance jobs annually, both at the yards as 
well as in ports and while vessels are at sea. 
 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

Ben Littler 
Communications Advisor 
+31 (0) 183 65 5546 
+31 (0) 610 46 5742 
ben.littler@damen.com 
 
Ilona van der Zalm  
Communications Advisor 
+31 (0) 183 65 4631 
+31 (0) 620 44 5648 
ilona.van.der.zalm@damen.com  
 
www.damen.com  
 
 

mailto:ben.littler@damen.com
mailto:ilona.van.der.zalm@damen.com
http://www.damen.com/

